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The education doesn’t stop when 
community leaders and cooperative 
members are elected to serve on 

the Community Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors.

In fact, it is just beginning.
Members of the cooperative’s board  

of directors undergo continuous,  
rigorous education and training so  
they can best represent the interests  
of our nearly 12,000 members. 

CEC directors Kara Hearn, Jason 
Carr and Brian Jones recently completed 
the Credentialed Cooperative Director 
program offered through the education 
unit of the National Rural Electric  
Cooperative Association. 

Hearn and Carr began serving the 
cooperative in 2019, while Jones joined 
the board as its newest member in 2020. 

This means all nine members of the 
board have completed the CCD program, 
placing your cooperative among those 
nationwide who have 100% board  
completion of the CCD program. 

“It is reassuring to know our board 
takes their responsibilities seriously  
by leveraging these educational  
opportunities,” says CEC President a 
nd CEO Steve Harmon. “Our board 
understands the importance of keeping 
pace with the challenging evolution of 
the power industry, as related to their 
role as directors.”

The CCD program consists of five 
courses that focus on basic governance 
knowledge and the essential skills  
required of cooperative directors.  
The courses cover director duties and  
liabilities; the electric industry; board 
operation and process; strategic planning 
and financial decision-making.

“A director is generally a layperson 
with little knowledge of the industry 
who comes in and says to themselves, 
‘How can I inform myself, and where in 
the world do I start?’” says Pat Mangan, 
director of governance education at 
NRECA. “A director’s role is oversight 
and not operational matters.”

CEC Directors 
Complete Ongoing 
Training

Office Closure
Community Electric Cooperative will be  
closed on Monday, Sept. 6, in observance  
of Labor Day. If you experience a power outage 
or emergency during this time, please report  
it by calling 1-855-700-2667 or by using our 
SmartHub app. Have a happy and safe holiday.

From left, CEC directors Jason Carr, Kara Hearn and Brian Jones display their CCD certificates.

Each newly credentialed board  
member will receive recognition this  
fall at the NRECA Regions 1 & 4 Meeting 
in National Harbor, Md.

Mangan says a good director is like 
a NASCAR driver; who knows to stay 
in the lane and move the co-op forward 
side by side with a CEO, all while being 
mindful of his or her role. 

“It’s also very rewarding,” he says, 
“to serve as a director on behalf of your 
community co-op that has been around 
for several decades, and to represent the 
people who built it. There’s a real pride 
of service there.” 

CEC Directors and Dates  
of CCD Certification

• Diana Beale – June 2007

• Jason Carr – May 2021

• Doug Chesson – February 2019

• Jeannette Everett – September 1999

• Michael Faulk – September 2018

• Chad Fowler – June 2016

• Tara Hearn – May 2021

• Brian Jones – May 2021

• John Stewart – September 2016



Due to the continued precautions 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
efforts to keep everyone safe, 

we are choosing not to promote a large 
gathering this year. To keep infections in 
our area low from the highly contagious 
virus, we plan to hold a short (15-20 
minute) business meeting only to address 
the pertinent business of the cooperative, 
but of course, in a manner that adheres 
to the established CDC guidelines. 

GUIDELINES
• All members are encouraged to  

tune in via Facebook Live. 
• Any member wishing to attend  

in person is asked to provide  
a seven-day notice to  
annualmeeting@comelec.coop  
to allow for appropriate preparations 
to be made. 

• Also, if you have questions suitable 
for this meeting, please submit them 
to annualmeeting@comelec.coop 
seven days before the meeting.

• We will be enforcing social distancing 
guidelines and other precautionary 
measures such as wearing masks for 
non-vaccinated members, proper 
personal hygiene, etc.

AGENDA
  1. Welcome

  2. Meeting Called to Order

  3. Moment of Silence

  4. Invocation

  5. Notice of Meeting and  
      Date of Mailing 

  6. Statement of Roll Call 

  7. Reports (in written form  
      and available upon request)

  8. Minutes of Last Meeting

  9. Election of Directors

10. Old Business

11. New Business

12. Adjournment

Virtual Annual 
Meeting Program
Aug. 10 at 7 p.m.  
via Facebook Live
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Community Electric Cooperative  
is pleased to announce the  
promotion of Danielle Beale  

to manager of accounting and finance.  
She also serves as the Financial Control 
Officer for RECORE, a subsidiary of 
CEC. Danielle has been with CEC since 
2017 as the senior accountant. 

“Danielle has done an outstanding 
job in her role as the senior accountant 
and has developed relationships with 
our vendors and operations leadership 
and has helped to expand a team of  
incredibly talented individuals,” says 
Steve Harmon, president and CEO of  
Community Electric Cooperative. “She 
has professionally demonstrated her 
capabilities to lead an accounting and 
finance department with expertise.” 

With banking origins and over  
14 years of experience in public  

Beale Named Manager 
of Accounting & Finance

   @ComelecCoop

accounting, Beale is seasoned in finance 
and accounting practices, and plays an 
integral role in CEC’s overall mission 
to its members. Beale has been with 
the cooperative since 2017 as a senior 
accountant. Prior to joining the CEC 
family, Beale spent five years with 
Ryan Construction as the controller of 
finance. 

Gov. Northam announced that Virginia’s COVID-19 State of  
Emergency ended on June 30. As a result, the residential utility  
disconnection moratorium will end on Aug. 29. 

If you are behind on your electric bill, please contact us to make  
payment arrangements. If you are 30 days or more past due, you  
are being offered a COVID-19 Relief Repayment Plan at this time. Call  
Community Electric Cooperative at 757-242-6181 to make an arrangement.

Important 
Update

When shopping for new light bulbs,  
know the difference between lumens  
and watts. Lumens measure the amount  
of light produced by the bulb. Watts 
measure energy consumption. Energy- 
saving LEDs come in a variety of colors 
and brightness levels and last 15-25 times 
longer than incandescent bulbs.

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

LIGHTING August 11 is National        

Know what’s 
below.
Call or click  
before you dig.
Call 811 or visit VA811.com 
at least 3 days before any 
digging project.

It’s the law.

Day!


