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Holiday Closings
Community Electric Cooperative will 

be closed for the following holidays:

Thanksgiving – Thursday, Nov. 25
   and Friday, Nov. 26
Christmas – Thursday, Dec. 23
   and Friday, Dec. 24
New Year’s Day – Friday, Dec. 31

As always, if you experience a power 
outage, CEC can be reached 24 hours  
a day, seven days a week by dialing  
855-700-2667. Have a safe and happy 
holiday season.

Daylight Saving 
Time ends Nov. 7

Veterans Day

Thank you for your 
courage, dedication 
and hard work.  

And thanks to the military 
spouses and families for 
their support, resilience 
and sacrifice.

In September, Community Electric  
Cooperative and its subsidiary, 
RECORE Energy, announced a new 

campaign to recognize Breast Cancer 
Awareness month, and to honor all 
those who are and continue to be  
impacted. CECares — a sincere pledge 
and commitment to the community 
around us — has raised over $2,000 
since its inception, and the community 
support has been overwhelming. 

Breast cancer is not a disease that 
has a single story. It is as diverse and 
complex as our global community and it 
profoundly impacts everyone it touches  
— patients, loved ones, doctors,  
caregivers, advocates and more. 

“CEC upholds four core values: 
integrity, accountability, innovation 
and commitment to community,” says 
Steve Harmon, president and CEO of 
Community Electric Cooperative and 
RECORE. “We are most honored to 
support the Susan G. Komen  
organization, and I could not be more 
proud of our team showing they  
genuinely care — not just about raising 
funds, but about making a difference  
in so many lives.”

“Our community never ceases to make 
us proud,” says Jessica Parr, manager of 
communications for CEC and RECORE. 
“We want to especially thank our team 

members who have rallied in support and 
spreading the word to make the entire 
campaign such a success. We even had 
employees children wear the pink shirt to 
school to get youth involved and raise  
awareness at all ages. We are incredibly 
proud.”

The Women’s Club of Windsor  
donated 300 fresh baked goods the  
first week and an additional 150 each 
Monday throughout the month of 
October.

Over the past month, lineworkers 
donned bright pink hardhats to honor 
the softer, often untold side of a breast 
cancer fight. In keeping with national 
brands and organizations, the traditional 
logos for CEC and RECORE transitioned 
to shades of pink. By now, the logos 
have returned to their usual colors, but 
our commitment to issues that impact 
our members and our community won’t 
diminish. 

Breast cancer is a disease that 
continues to affect us all. Together, 
with the passion and support of our 
local communities, we are accelerating 
the progress towards a more beautiful 
future for the breast cancer community 
and beyond. Next year, we are hoping to 
double our fundraising efforts. We also 
look forward to even more community 
partnerships.

Community 
Electric Cares
Co-op and community partners team up for cause ... in pink

#CECares
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Severe storms leave many without power every year.  
Unfortunately, the majority of the deaths attributed to these 
storms is often linked to improper use of generators.

There are two major types of generators: portable and standby or 
permanent. During long-term power outages, many rely on portable  
generators for emergency power. Their growing popularity has resulted 
in millions of them being placed in homes and small businesses. 
With only a small percentage estimated to be installed correctly, 
Community Electric Cooperative urges members to understand the 
proper safety steps that must be taken.

Without taking the proper precautions, using a generator could 
endanger your life or the lives of others, including your family, 
friends, neighbors and electric utility crews trying to restore service.

“We cannot emphasize this enough: NEVER use a generator 
indoors or in enclosed spaces such as garages (even if garage door is 
open), crawl spaces or basements,” advises CEC Operations Manager 
Glen Presson. “Make sure the generator has 3 to 4 feet of cleared 
space around it and place it at least 20 feet away from all doors and 
windows. Do not use in an area that is wet or damp, and never plug  
a generator into a wall outlet or connect directly to a home’s wiring.

“Carbon monoxide emitted from generators is an odorless, 
colorless, toxic gas, making it extremely dangerous, and just being 
exposed to it for a few minutes can be fatal,” Presson warns.

PERMANENT STANDBY GENERATORS
Properly connecting the generator into the system is a critical 

step for safe and effective use. A licensed professional should install 
a permanent, standby electric generator and can help with proper 
equipment for safely using a portable generator.

All standby generators require a permanently (and professionally) 
installed transfer switch. (High-end generators permanently installed 
to power some or all rooms of the home typically have the switch 
built into the system. Other generators require you to manually 
throw the switch.)

The transfer switch has an important job, and that is to break the 
path of electricity between the power lines and your main electrical 

panel. This is the best way to protect you, your neighbors and electric 
utility repair crews from “backfeed,” which occurs when an improperly 
connected generator begins feeding electricity “back” through the  
power lines. This can seriously injure anyone near lines, especially 
crews working to restore power.

“Safety for those who use generators and for those who work to 
restore power cannot be over-emphasized,” says Presson. “Consult 
a qualified electrician to ensure proper installation and electrical 
grounding, as well as to prevent circuit overloads and to meet local 
electrical code.”

For more information on permanent generators and to receive a 
free quote, please visit comelec.coop/standby-power or contact Glen 
Presson at 757-242-9259, option 1.

PORTABLE GENERATORS
Many homeowners choose smaller, portable generators to power 

essential electrical equipment during outages. Safe Electricity offers 
these tips for the safe operation and use of portable generators:

•• Read and follow all manufacturer operating instructions to 
properly ground the generator. Be sure you understand them before 
hooking up the generator.

•• Maintain adequate ventilation. Generators emit carbon  
monoxide. NEVER operate a generator in your home, garage  
or other enclosed building. Place it in a dry, outside location.

•• Never plug a portable electric generator into a wall outlet or 
connect directly to a home’s wiring. This can energize utility power 
lines and injure you or others working nearby. Electrical backfeed 
also can damage the generator and home electrical equipment.

•• Turn off generator and allow cooling before refueling.  
Gasoline and its vapors may ignite if they come in contact with hot 
components or an electrical spark. Store fuel in a properly designed 
container in a secure location.

•• Protect your appliances. Turn off or disconnect all appliances 
and lights before you begin operating the portable generator. Once 
the generator is running, turn your appliances and lights on one at  
a time to avoid overloading the unit.

•• Use proper extension cords. Use only safety-tested, 
shop-type electrical cords designed and rated for heavier, 
outdoor use to connect appliances. Many generators are 
equipped with twist-lock connects to reduce the chance 
of accidental disconnections due to vibrations.

•• Shut down generator properly. Before shutting 
down a generator, turn off and unplug all appliances  
and equipment being powered by the generator.

•• Remember maintenance between uses. It is  
important to drain the gasoline from the generator before 
storing it away. It’s also a good idea to inspect the fuel 
and oil filters, spark plug, oil level and fuel quality, and 
start the generator on a regular basis before an emergency 
situation happens.

Community Electric suggests that these safety  
guidelines and basic operating instructions be posted  
in the home and with the generator.

Improper Generator Use Can Be Deadly

Source: safeelectricity.org


