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It only takes one.
Th at was the cautionary 

message conveyed by scien-
tists at Colorado State University 
in April when they rolled out their 
projection for the 2022 hurricane 
season. “[C]oastal residents are reminded 
that it only takes one hurricane making 
landfall to make it an active season for 
them. Th ey should prepare the same for 
every season, regardless of how much 
activity is predicted.”

For the record, the CSU scientists 
projected “above-normal activity” and 

an “above-average probability” 
that major hurricanes will make 
landfall along the continental 

United States coastline. Th e 
2021 Atlantic hurricane season 

year was the third most active year on 
record in terms of named storms and was 
the sixth consecutive “above-normal” 
season, according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration.

With the offi  cial, June 1st start of 
the 2002 season nearly here, here’s what 
“preparing the same” should look like, 
per the advice of utility and emergency 
response experts:

• Put together an emergency kit and 
plan. Communicate the plan with your 
family.

• Know the elevation level of your 
property and whether the land is fl ood-
prone. Th is will help you prepare for the 
storm surge and any tidal fl ooding.

• Secure your home: cover all windows 
with either storm shutters or boards, clear 
loose and clogged rain gutters, and bring 
all outdoor furniture indoors.

• Learn your community hurricane 
evacuation routes.

Because hurricanes and other instances 
of extreme weather can result in power 

Safety Preparations
Are a Must for 
Hurricane Season

Scan this code with your phone for more information.

outages that even the largest electricity 
providers can’t prevent, Community 
Electric Cooperative encourages home 
and business owners to consider installing 
a backup power source to reduce the 
stress and avoid the hardships that major 
storms can cause. Community Electric’s 
RECORE Energy subsidiary sells standby 
power generators for residential and 
commercial use. RECORE provides both 
Briggs and Stratton and Generac 
machines that are some of the highest-
powered generators in the industry, and 
they all are covered by a fi ve- to 10-year 
warranty.

“Th e Tidewater region has a long 
history of extreme weather that causes 
havoc and endangers lives,” says CEC 
Manager of Operations Glen Presson. 
“As another hurricane season arrives, it 
is imperative that our members invest the 
time to prepare for potential disruptions 
well in advance of an actual event.” 

Hurricane season lasts through 
November. More information on 
RECORE’s standby power solution 
is available at RECORE.energy. For 
more tips on planning before, during 
and aft er the storm, visit ready.gov/
hurricanes.
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If the renowned poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning  
had been in the weatherization business, the famous  
passage, “How do I love thee? Let me count the  

ways,” instead might be, “How can I benefit thee?  
Let me count the ways.”

Regardless of whether one is talking dollar savings, energy 
savings, increased comfort or improved health, the benefits that 
result from weatherization and energy efficiency programs are 
many. And they are significant.

This is why Community Electric Cooperative has partnered 
with project:HOMES, a Richmond-based nonprofit housing 
organization. Each year, project:HOMES helps thousands of 
income-qualified families throughout the state with a variety 
of home weatherization needs. A number of CEC members 
have qualified for the program to receive help with repairs and 
upgrades to their home that make their residences more livable, 
more comfortable and more energy efficient. And project: 
Homes would like to help more families.

Technicians first conduct an energy audit of the home.  
If the residence is in sufficiently good condition to justify  
repairs and upgrades, improvements such as insulation, weather 
stripping, and sealing air leaks will be made to increase energy 
consumption efficiency.

More Comfort, 
Lower Electric Bills
CEC Partnership with project: 
HOMES Assists Low-Income Households

“We are continually looking for opportunities that will benefit 
our members, and we often get calls requesting home energy  
audits. Partnering with project:HOMES fits well for both  
parties,” says Brenda Mansfield, manager of member services  
with Community Electric Cooperative.

The U.S. Department of Energy says the “energy burden” — 
the amount of household income spent on energy costs —  
is three times higher for low-income households than it is  

for homeowners with more resources. “Energy-efficiency 
and weatherization measures not only help to lower energy 
bills for low-income households, but are also proven to 
improve indoor air quality, safety and comfort, thereby  
positively impacting human health,” DOE’s website states.

Some of DOE’s weatherization programs have yielded  
average annual savings of more than $280, the agency reports.

The positive impact of efficiency-related home repairs on 
the health of the elderly is increasingly recognized, according 
to the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy.

“High medical and energy costs, limited incomes and  
narrow comfort ranges present multiple health-related 
challenges for older adults. A variety of studies indicate that 
weatherizing and repairing the homes of elderly households 
can help to address some of these issues, ultimately improv-
ing resident health and reducing energy and health costs. 
Essentially, weatherization and home repairs can serve as 
preventative healthcare in some situations,” an ACEEE  
white paper states.

To learn whether you may be eligible for energy-efficiency 
repairs and improvements through the CEC/project: 
HOMES partnership, visitcomelec.coop/ 
weatherization-assistance.

Scan this code with 
your phone for 
more information.



It’s well known that oil and water don’t 
mix. But it’s not as widely recognized 
— based on the experience of 

Community Electric Cooperative line 
crews — that overgrown vegetation 
and power lines don’t mix.

“It’s very common to see trees planted 
in the right-of-way for primary power 
lines. We see it almost daily,” says CEC’s 
Manager of Operations Glen Presson. 
With warmer weather and accelerated 
growth rates upon us, CEC is strongly 
recommending that members refrain 
from planting trees in the right-of-way 
of primary power lines, and that they 
contact CEC for advice on appropriate 
planting locations if they are uncertain 
about where to do so.

Th e right-of-way extends 30 feet 
beneath a primary power line or elec-
trical structure — 15 feet on each side. 
Easement agreements that the cooper-
ative has with members grant CEC the 
legal right to trim — and even remove 

— trees and overgrown vegetation 
within the right-of-way for safety and 
reliability purposes.

“It’s a safe bet that approximately 
two-thirds of all power outages are 
caused by right-of-way issues,” Presson 
says. “Either a dead tree that fell on a 
primary line or a yard tree that’s grown 
too high within the right-of-way.”

CEC wants members to know that, 
in addition to reducing the risk of out-
ages, eff ective vegetation management 
lowers costs to members by allowing 
crews to work more productively. 
Personnel are in the fi eld year-round 
trimming or removing overgrown 
vegetation.

Th e cooperative strives to keep the 
entire membership’s best interest in the 
forefront of its vegetation management 
practices, while also communicating 
with members individually, Presson 
says. It notifi es members in advance 
with door hangers that a vegetation 

management crew will soon be in their 
area. And it marks problematic vegeta-
tion with either a green “trim” ribbon or 
yellow “remove” ribbon to clarify what 
and where work will be done.

“If our lead professional recommends 
removal of a tree or trees, we will try to 
get permission from the member to do 
so,” Presson says. “Th ese are safety and 
reliability priorities that aff ect all our 
members.”

To help raise awareness of the issue, 
CEC is exploring ways to get the region’s 
youth involved in educational eff orts. 
Recently, CEC partnered with the Isle 
of Wight 4-H Community Club on 
a project in which 4-H’ers planted 
seedlings to make up for the loss of trees 
that the cooperative had to remove for 
safety reasons.

“We see lots of great educational 
opportunities out there,” Presson says. 
“We welcome the chance to engage 
in more of them.”

Increase Reliability 
and Save a Tree

Avoid planting trees in the power line’s right-of-way

comelec.coop June 2022 • Cooperative Living • 17


